$109% 20044 6 A1 BRIT MMA1E18 1997 %12 A 12 BR=AHEMEE




T PR

Isao Hyoi Eyewear Designer
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Born in Fukui Prefecture in 1956, Isao Hyoi first worked in
the design offic e of a glasses manufacturer before going
into business for himself in 1994 and setting up his own
studio. Not only does he produce designs and ideas, but he
also conducts his own research and development, and will
be bringing out the Concept Y in 2004.

Concept Y is a pair of glasses | de-
signed for a friend, whom I'll call Y.
He's strongly nearsighted and has
a large face, so | started off by cre-
ating glasses in which the frame
and lenses are separate. When he
first saw them, he wondered if
the frames weren't too delicate to
retain their shape, but he's been
using them for two years with no
problems. Also, although the de-
sign was completely original, it

blends nicely with his facial con-
tours. I'll be starting mass produc-
tion of these frames in my studio
this spring.

These glasses fit all different
head shapes, and the lenses can
be moved to the appropriate posi-
tions for the left and right eyeballs.
The frames are made entirely of an
elastic material, so once they've
been fitted, they don't lose their
shape. The glasses as a whole quiv-
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er so flexibly that they sometimes
seem to have a life of their own.

With these glasses, | moved
away from conventional ideas into
a whole new product concept. For
instance, the Concept Y Standby
is a “standing” pair of glasses. The
way they're used is limited only by
the creativity of the person using
them. @

Tel: +81 (0)776-27-1820
E-mail: isao-h@mitene.or.jp
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